ROBESPIERRE
cries of "Long live the Republic! Death to traitors!"
The Jacobins went home and to bed.
Robespierre, too, went home. He did not confer
with Saint-Just, Couthon or Augustin. He had isolated
himself not only from the Committees, but even from
his staunchest supporters. It is practically certain that
he had not previously read his discourse to them. Had
he done so, Saint-Just would have pointed out to him
its gravest defect. In his undelivered speech of the
9th of Thermidor appears this sentence: "The member
who yesterday spoke so long in the tribune seems to
me not to have stated with sufficient clearness whom he
accused". Saint-Just did not agree with Robespierre's
policy. He was for compromise, Robespierre was not.
"As for me," he wrote in the above-named speech,
"I have no grievance against the Committee. It has left
V me in peace, as a citizen without pretensions, who goes
his way alone"
The last words have a tragical significance. They hint
at a disagreement between master and disciple, at the
bitterness of disillusion. In the speech he speaks of
Robespierre as "irreproachable", but it was his prin-
ciples, not his tactics, he characterized by that name.
And, in truth, Maximilien's tactics at this time leave
much to be desired. Perhaps he was right in not accept-
ing a compromise, but in that case his speech was a
tactical blunder, and his failure to take any precaution-
ary measures, inexcusable. Even more inexcusable—or
excusable only on the theory of mental breakdown—
was his failure to consult with his friends, or even to
inform them. Only two nights before, we find Couthon
saying at the Club that if there had been personal differ-
ences between members of the government, they did
not differ on matters of principle, and that the personal
differences were healed! Robespierre at this time gives
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